PREP HOCKEY

Warriors fall in MHSHL finals

Kansas City breaks open
scoreless game in third
en route to 4-0 victory

ROD PAYNE
Sports Correspondent

AMES—This year’s Midwest
Iligh School Ilockey League
championship featured two teams
that have dominated the tourna-
ment over the past 12 years.

The Waterloo Warriors (22-6-1-
2) have captured four titles in that
span with the latest coming in the
20109 season. The Kansas City Jets
(24-3-2) had four titles as well,
with back-to-back champion-
ships in 2015-16, and were reign-
ing champions from last year.

Therefore, when the two pow-
erhouses met Sunday in the tour-
nament finals at the lowa State Ice
Arena the game was as tight as
many would have expected.

After twoscoreless periods, the
Jets, however, early in the third

and pulled away to win their fifth
title in eight years with a 4-0
shutout of the Warriors.

Mason Johnston scored what
would prove to be the game win-
ner ona breakaway 4 minutes and
24 seconds into the third.

“Ithink it came down tous sur-
viving through the first two peri-
ods or so,” said Warriors coach
Brian Cook. “They are a very tal-
ented team and it was one of those
games that whoever scored first
was probably going to win. Un-
fortunately they got the first one
on a break-away with their best
player and gave them a lot of life.

“It wasn’t really (Caleb) Ra-
isty’s fault. He played very wellin
goal and he just was caught after
a turnover and Johnston won the
battle”

The game pitted two of the
leagues best net minders, with
Raisty allowing just 14 goals in 11
starts and sported a league high
058 save percentage.

Jets goalie, Zach Broxterman

was second with 21 goals and a
high .938 avg.

“We knew this was going to be
a tough one, because they are so
good,” said Raisty. “TIwas just try-
ing to keep my team in the game
but they got a couple fast breaks
there and it put us in a hole (2-0)
and it went down hill from there.
It didn’t help not getting any
goals, but their defense played
hard”

The Warriors were trailing 1-0
with 10 minutes left, when the
defense made another error and
Iunter Swierczek took advantage,
depositing and easy flip into the
back of the net.

The back breaker came for
the Warriors with 10:07 left
when a two-on-one advantage
for the Jets resulted in a quick
give-and-go netter by William
Biggar. Seconds later (33) an
identical situation with an odd-
man charge produced the same
outcome and the Warriors went
down 4-0.

“We tried to get the puck on
goal, but their defense was great
with their wingers” said senior
Christian Heiser. “We couldn’t
get the puck by them and it just
proved to be a tough one forus to-
day. This definitely hurts alot, be-
cause we all put everything we had
into this season. It was by far my
favorite season here. I just didn’t
like the way it ended”

Waterloo’s offense had trou-
ble all game trying to get set up
on that end and when they could
pull the trigger the shots generally
went wide, with Broxtermannnot
working very hard.

“Tt was very frustrating not
getting any goals” said Raisty.
“It shows we have a lot to work on
yet and watching them celebrate
at the end of the game started a
fire burning in us. I wish we could
start next year tomorrow. This will
hurt a long time”

The Warriors will only lose a
few players to graduation and if
everyone else comes back, Cook

will be enjoying what he will have.

“We were just a few plays
short today, but we will have a
lot coming back next season,”
said Cook. “We will miss the
senior leadership from guys like
John Harrison. We will have all
of our defensive guys back and
that will be good. It is just sad
for us to have come this far and
not get it done”

Kansas City 4, Waterloo 0

SCORE BY PERIOD
Waterloa 0 0
Kansas City 0 0
FIRST PERIOD-Ho storing. Penalties=hone.
SECOND PERIOD-ho scoring. Penalties—Brendan Shaner, Wal,
{interference] 6:27, LT Metralf, Wat. (rougning) 10:12.
THIRD PERIOD-| Kansas (I, Mason Jonnston (unassisted) .24,

2. Kansas Ciry, Hunter Swiertzek (Matt Buoniconti, lohaston) 10.07,
3. Kansas City, Willlam Biggar (Ryan Graven) 10:40, 4. Kansas City,

0-0
4-4

JustinStetzler (Carter Eines, Carson Baxer) 12:10. Penaltias-Carter
Frost, Wat. {heac contact-misconduct) 10:40, Biggar, KC (unspnrts-
manlike) 10:40, [rasl, ‘Wal. {second misconduct) 10:40, [ rosl, Wal.
(head contact) 10:40, lahaston, KC (roughing) 11:31, JP Smith, wat
{roughing) 11:31, Cale Neuendor |, Wal. (charging) 13:38, Neuendorf.
‘Wiat. (misconduct) 13:38, Landon Sturch, Wat. (slashing) 15:08,
Johnstan, KC (noaking) 15:49.
SHOTS DN GOAL

‘Waterioo 5 8
Kansas Gty 4 13 13-40
Goalienders-Caleh Raisty, Walerloo, (36 saves), Zach Broxterman,
Kansas City (22 5aves).

Oificials—Referee, Mall Larson and Aaron Mostram. Linesman,
Grant Crowell ang Edward IIL

9-n




